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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

Via Zoom 
FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Attending 

Name  Representation Name  Representation 
Joe Bowes P Housing Leslie Schill  P  Education #2 
Tim Carey P Education #1 Kathy Schlather P Human Services 
Fernando de Aragón  P Transportation Andy Zepp P Land Preserv./Public Land Mgmt. 
Yamila Fournier P Built Environment    
David Herrick E Facilities/Infrastructure Deborah Dawson P Associate Member 
David Kay  P Local Planning (urban)    
Heather McDaniel P Economic Development Others Present   
G. Lincoln Morse  A Business Katie Borgella P Commissioner 
Gay Nicholson  P At-Large Scott Doyle P Associate Planner 
C.J. Randall  P Local Planning (non-urban) Kristin McCarthy P Administrative Assistant 
Marcus Riehl  P Natural Environment Megan McDonald P Deputy Commissioner 
Monika Roth  P Agriculture    

Guests:  Martha Robertson 
 

Call to Order:  Chair C.J. Randall called the meeting to order at 4:05pm. 
Privilege of the Floor:  None 
Agenda Review/Changes:  The oath of office was moved to later in the agenda, after the 2020 
Tompkins County 239 Review Summary presentation. 
 
Action: Approval of Draft Minutes (Nov. 10, 2020): Andy Zepp made a motion to accept the 
November 2020 draft minutes. Marcus Riehl seconded. Motion carried by members present. 
 
Action: Nominating and Electing Chair and Vice Chair – Megan McDonald, DPS 
Megan shared that C.J. Randall and Leslie Schill expressed willingness to serve once again as 
chair and vice chair, respectively. She then solicited additional officer nominations from the floor, 
of which there were none. A motion to present the 2021 slate of officers was requested. 

 
Action: Monika Roth moved to nominate C.J. Randall as chair and Leslie Schill as vice chair of 
the Planning Advisory Board for 2021. Andrew Zepp seconded the motion, which was approved 
by the members present. 

 
Report/Discussion: 2020 Tompkins County 239 Review Summary – Scott Doyle, DPS 

 Scott provided a snapshot of the Planning and Sustainability Department’s work in 2020 in 
relation to NYS General Municipal Law 239 review, which requires that planning and zoning 
projects with potential inter-municipal or countywide impacts be referred to the County before 
any action is taken at the local level. These can include development applications, 
comprehensive plans, site plans, special permits and subdivision considerations. Scott’s 
presentation detailed some of the issues the department accounts for when reviewing such 
projects, including possible impacts on traffic patterns, community character, drainage and 
watershed activities, among other concerns. He explained that municipalities submit their 239 
referrals online via LaserFiche, where the applications then go through a review that must be 
completed in no more than 30 days (average review time-frame is two weeks). The department 
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typically does 100-plus reviews every year, and that number held steady in 2020, at 102, with the 
majority coming from the City of Ithaca. Of the 102 reviews, 10 resulted in recommended 
modification letters. Discussion touched on whether it would be advantageous for the County to 
get involved earlier in municipal project development, specifics of particular projects (e.g. which 
comp plans were brought up for review in 2020), improving communication between 
municipalities and the County during the process, and how green energy considerations are 
factored in. 
 
Oath of Office for New and Returning Members – Alanna Congdon, Deputy County Clerk 
Alanna administered the oath of office virtually to new members and members who renewed 
their terms as of Jan. 1, 2021. The relevant paperwork will be filed with the Tompkins County 
Clerk’s Office via LaserFiche in the days following the meeting.  

 
Discussion: Ideas for the 2021 Work Program – Katie Borgella, DPS 
Before beginning the discussion, Katie took a moment to welcome Heather McDaniel, director of 
Ithaca Area Economic Development (formerly TCAD), to the PAB.  
 
Katie first gave a staffing update to provide context in terms of the department’s available 
resources in relation to executing its 2021 work program. These included the hiring of Jennifer 
Luu as the new principal accounts clerk/typist, Sharon Heller’s transfer to Information 
Technology Services, and the departures of David West and Andrea Aguirre to positions outside 
the County. As a result of these personnel changes, current staff have necessarily taken on an 
increasingly heavy workload as they’re picking up work once done by their former colleagues.  
 
She then focused her request on asking for PAB members’ help in brainstorming ways the 
department can prepare over the next several months for post-COVID recovery and best position 
itself and the community to take advantage of opportunities that could arise. Discussion covered 
several topics, including the potential of outdoor recreation tourism to retain and attract both 
workers and visitors, local waterfront revitalization, the need to update parks and trails and other 
natural resources related infrastructure, water quality concerns like harmful algal blooms, the role 
beautification could play both to promote tourism and as a low-tech tool to fight climate change, 
countywide code enforcement, the Climate Leadership Protection Act, forest carbon markets and 
sequestration, food security, homelessness and affordable housing, broadband coverage, 
transportation and land-use in relation to commuting and smart growth, capitalizing in the short 
term on transitory opportunities brought about by COVID-19, as well as preparing shovel-ready 
projects for funding from state and federal government if fiscal stimulus packages develop later 
in the year.  

 
Member Items – Leslie announced her candidacy for the District 2 seat vacated by Anna Kelles 
on the Tompkins County Legislature.  Kathy Schlather shared that the Human Services Coalition 
will be administering a $1 million grant to help tenants in the City of Ithaca facing eviction through 
direct subsidies to cover arrears and by providing them with legal assistance and connections to 
other support services.  

 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM.  
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