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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021 

Via Zoom 
FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

Members Attending 
Name Representation Name Representation 
Joe Bowes P Housing Leslie Schill  P Education #2 
Tim Carey P Education #1 Kathy Schlather P Human Services 
Fernando de Aragón P Transportation Andy Zepp  P Land Preserv./Public Land Mgmt. 
Yamila Fournier P Built Environment 
David Herrick  P Facilities/Infrastructure Deborah Dawson E Legislative Liaison 
David Kay  P Local Planning (urban) 
Heather McDaniel  A Economic Development Others Present 
G. Lincoln Morse  A Business Katie Borgella P Commissioner 
Gay Nicholson  E At-Large Susan Landfried P Senior Planner - Housing 
C.J. Randall  P Local Planning (non-urban) Kristin McCarthy P   Administrative Assistant 
Marcus Riehl  P Natural Environment 
Monika Roth  P Agriculture 

Guests: None 

Call to Order:  Chair C.J. Randall called the meeting to order at 4:02pm. 

Privilege of the Floor:  None 
Agenda Review/Changes:  None 
Action: Approval of Draft Minutes (Sept. 14, 2021): The draft September meeting minutes were approved as 
submitted by the members present (moved by Leslie Schill and seconded by Mila Fournier).  

Commissioner’s Report – Katie Borgella, Department of Planning & Sustainability (DPS) 
Katie shared that it was her first full day back at work after recovering for several weeks from hand surgery. She 
updated board on plans to hire a senior planner, the countywide broadband study, the county green fleet 
initiative, the department budget for 2022, continuation of the Municipal Housing Affordability Supportive 
Infrastructure grant program, a workshop for municipalities on riparian buffer tools hosted by Cayuga Lake 
Intermunicipal Organization on Oct. 27, and collaboration between DPS, the Ithaca Tompkins County 
Transportation Council, and other stakeholders to explore traffic calming and control measures in high-conflict 
areas as part of public safety reform.  

Presentation: Tompkins County 2020 Housing Snapshot – Susan Landfried, DPS 
Susan reviewed highlights from the 2020 Housing Snapshot, which gives an overview of data and key takeaways 
regarding trends in the county housing market. She welcomed feedback in terms of trends not captured or ideas 
for representing data more effectively. Susan cautioned that the impacts from COVID-19 are not fully reflected in 
this report as some of the data pre-date the pandemic, such as the 2015-2019 American Community Survey 
estimates, and that decennial Census data were likely affected by the pandemic. She underscored the possible 
impact of the county’s student population on the data. Highlighted demographic and housing trends included 
growth in county’s senior population, vacant housing increase, and contrast between increased housing burden for 
renters and decreased for owners. She also gave an overview of progress made toward meeting the county’s 
housing targets for senior, supportive, student, and workforce housing, as well as shared updates regarding the 
Community Housing Development Fund and Community Development Block Grant rental assistance program. 
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Discussion covered various topics, such as impact of short term rental market, trend line for housing production, 
increased construction costs and effects of new green building standards, availability of comparable data for 
surrounding counties, county’s role in subsidies and tax abatements, effects of climate change including migration 
from downstate during pandemic, influence of infrastructure and zoning changes on future development patterns, 
and other factors. Suggestions included finding a way to put a larger interpretive hand on the report as there is a 
lot of data to digest, emphasizing areas where the affordable housing situation is improving in the county, and 
identifying policy levers the county perhaps as yet is not taking advantage of.  Next steps include staff presenting 
the 2020 Housing Snapshot report to the Housing and Economic Development Committee. Susan will share the 
final draft report with PAB members when it’s ready.  

 
Report: Nominating Committee Volunteers/NYS Sexual Harassment Prevention Training – Kristin McCarthy, DPS 
Three voting members (non-officers) are needed to serve on the Nominating Committee, which is tasked with 
presenting a slate of officers for 2022 to the full board (nominations are also taken from the floor). Monika Roth 
volunteered to be on the committee. Kristin will email a follow-up request for committee members after the 
meeting. She will also be sending an email regarding annual NYS Sexual Harassment Prevention Training, which is 
required of all county advisory board members, volunteers, and interns. 
 
Member Items – Members shared updates and news on the cancelled auction of NYSEG’s Bell Station property in 
the Town of Lansing; pending large-scale solar array projects, also in the Town of Lansing; a full-day workshop for 
farmers and other landowners on utility-scale solar development; and a lawsuit filed in Columbia County against 
New York State and the Office of Renewable Energy Siting (ORES), which seeks to prevent ORES from issuing any 
permits until the case is settled.   

 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm.  
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