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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

Via Zoom 
FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Attending 

Name  Representation Name  Representation 
Joe Bowes P Housing Leslie Schill  P Education #2 
Tim Carey P Education #1 Kathy Schlather P Human Services 
Fernando de Aragón  P Transportation Andy Zepp P Land Preserv./Public Land Mgmt. 
Yamila Fournier P Built Environment    
David Herrick P Facilities/Infrastructure Deborah Dawson A Legislative Liaison 
David Kay  P Local Planning (urban)    
Heather McDaniel P Economic Development Others Present   
G. Lincoln Morse  A Business Katie Borgella P Commissioner 
Gay Nicholson  P At-Large Scott Doyle P Associate Planner 
C.J. Randall  P Local Planning (non-urban) Darby Kiley P Associate Planner 
Marcus Riehl  P Natural Environment Kristin McCarthy P Administrative Assistant 
Monika Roth  P Agriculture Megan McDonald P Deputy Commissioner 

Guests:  Martha Robertson 
 

Call to Order:  Chair C.J. Randall called the meeting to order at 4:02pm. 
Privilege of the Floor:  None 
Agenda Review/Changes:  None 
 
Action: Approval of Draft Minutes (Jan.12, 2021): Monika Roth made a motion to accept the January 2021 draft 
minutes. Heather McDaniel seconded. Motion carried by members present. 
 
Action: Consideration of Ebehard Preserve for Natural Infrastructure Capital Program Funding – Scott Doyle, DPS  
Scott Doyle asked the board to support the use of $35,000 from the Natural Infrastructure Capital Program to 
assist the Finger Lakes Land Trust in acquiring the 143-acre Eberhard Nature Preserve in the Town of Caroline. 
Referring to background material provided in advance in the agenda packet, Scott explained how this project 
meets the requirements of the program and shared that it was reviewed in advance by the PAB’s Natural 
Infrastructure Committee. Andy Zepp provided more details about the preserve, which sits between Danby and 
Shindagin Hollow State Forests near the border of Tompkins and Tioga Counties. Part of the Emerald Necklace 
Green Belt, it features a high-quality oak forest and its acquisition would help secure a permanent connection to 
the Finger Lakes Trail system.  Discussion covered such topics as the fund balance and habitat connectivity. 
 
Action: Yamila Fournier made a motion, which Dave Herrick seconded, to recommend that the Tompkins County 
Legislature approve the use of $35,000 in funds from the Natural Infrastructure Capital Program to support the 
creation of the Eberhard Nature Preserve. Motion carried by members present, with Andrew Zepp abstaining.  
 
Presentation: 2019 TC Community and Government Operations GHG Emissions Inventories – Darby Kiley, DPS 

  Darby provided an overview of the executive summaries for the 2019 Tompkins Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Inventories. The two inventories, which account for GHG emissions and energy usage for County government 
operations and the community track progress made since the base year 2008 and will be used to inform actions to 
help achieve net zero emissions as defined in the 2019 Tompkins County Energy Strategy. Her presentation 
outlined the two distinctive narratives used in the inventories. Narrative 1 compares the traditional GHG 
accounting method using ICLEI tools, which are updated in line with IPCC guidance, based on a 100-year time 
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frame, and track only in-state emissions, with a new method based off NYS Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (CLCPA) reporting requirements. The latter stipulate that a 20-year time frame be used, methane 
emissions and leakage be incorporated, and that out-of-state emissions be included if they are associated with 
energy use in New York State. Darby used visual charts to demonstrate how community-scale emissions almost 
doubled when calculated with the new CLCPA method, while government operations showed a slightly less 
dramatic increase with emissions measuring 1.6 times greater using the CLCPA method. She pointed out that these 
numbers are offset in part by the County’s usage of renewable energy certificates in connection to its electricity 
supply. Narrative 2 uses the traditional accounting method and compares 2019 emissions with those in the 2008 
and 2014 inventories. Big picture takeaways include evidence of a steady growth in renewables and decrease in 
fossil fuel usage, both of which should be continued in terms of future actions to achieve net-zero emissions. 

 
Presentation/Discussion: 2020 Accomplishments and Draft 2021 Work Program – Katie Borgella, DPS 
Katie thanked members for the insightful feedback they contributed during her last presentation on the Planning 
and Sustainability Department’s draft 2021 Work Program. Many of their comments and recommendations have 
been incorporated into the most recent version. She spent a few moments giving an overview of the department’s 
accomplishments in 2020, which were even more noteworthy given the staffing ups and downs and unexpected 
shift in County priorities experienced since last spring due to COVID-19. Katie expressed how proud she was of the 
work she and her staff accomplished despite the challenging circumstances, expressing her belief that it speaks to 
the value of having a clearly defined work program and goals to track progress. Two of seven key planning 
initiatives were fully completed in 2020 and considerable progress was made on several others. She touched on 
several DPS projects, including the 2019 County GHG Emissions Inventories, Greening of County Facilities and 
Fleet, Cayuga Lake Blueway Trail, and Community Housing Development Fund, among others. She then highlighted 
a few of the department’s priorities for 2021, including exploring grant opportunities for DPS as well as other 
County departments and community partners in areas such as energy, resiliency, outdoor recreation, and water 
quality; assisting Southern Tier Network with a broadband access study; developing a harmful algal blooms 
reduction strategy; and completing work on the Hazard Mitigation and Resiliency and Recovery Plans. Katie 
emphasized, however, the need to temper expectations given current staffing constraints and the possibility that 
DPS might once again be called upon to assist the County with its pandemic response. Discussion covered several 
issues, such as progress on staff hiring process, including collaborating with County Human Resources to fine-tune 
the job descriptions to attract a stronger applicant pool, transitioning the department’s climate and energy work 
for County government operations to the chief sustainability officer once that position is filled, and exploring 
whether to take a phased approach to department project development and management.  

 
Member Items – Members shared news and events of interest regarding the following topics: 30-day annual 
review period for adding properties to NYS agricultural districts, the Clean Energies Communities Leadership 
Round, plans by Ithaca Economic Area Development to launch a countywide post-COVID economic recovery plan, a 
meeting of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) project sponsors ahead of construction season to ensure 
TIP projects progress in a timely manner, the imminent removal of the Route 34B bridge over Salmon Creek in the 
Town of Lansing, and NYSERDA roundtables on utility-scale solar and wind energy infrastructure projects. 

 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM.  
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