


Fairy Tales Can Come True
It Can Happen to You

If You’re Young at Heart
If You Work as a Team
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Overview

Freshwater Wetland Protection Program in NY
Historic Challenges for the Program
Changes to the Freshwater Wetland Act
A Legislative Story
Key Pro_visions_
The Path Forward
A Request for Thoughts
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New York State
Freshwater Wetlands Map

Rensselaer
County

Map 16 of 22

This map was promulgated, pursuant
to Article 24 of the Environmental
Conservation Law (The Freshwater
Wetlands Act) on March 28, 1988
by the Commissioner of New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation,

LEGEND

coY Approximate wetland
boundary

Upland inclusion
Wetland identification code

ndicates the approximale iocation
boundaries of wetlands regulated
> the Freshwater Wetlands Act

mation other than the wetland|
was prepared by the New York|
epartment of Transportation and the
States Geological Survey The loca
nformation provided on the map is for
eference only. Marsh symbols do no
necessarily indicate the locatiop of a regulates
wellanc
fu(:\aw nt areas ot the regulaled wetlands ar
hose areas within 100 feel of the boundary o
the wetland These areas are subject 1o reguial
1ion pursuant to the Freshwater Wetlands Ac
but are not delineated on this map An adja
cent area may be exlended by special order ol
the Commissioner of the New York Stat
Department of Environmental Conservation o
the local regulatory authornity

Copies of Freshwater Wellands Maps ar|

available from the regional offices ot 1h
Department of Environmental (,w('\ie'valxo
Maps are available far




“Unusual Local Importance”
(ULI)

‘...1n the discretion of the commissioner...”
24-0301

‘...shall designate if 1t contains any Class I
characteristic [resident habitat E/T animal;
unusual abundance or diversity for the
maj or region]” 6 NYCRR Part 664.7 (c)(1)

g ‘_,,:;-shall consider it as ULI for one or m(?' S .
R | ﬁ‘ﬁf the benefits [wildlife habitat, et DB I -
. h e T'."L-;'I(-- R, ‘ " P 4 f-.' &
ﬁ:ﬁt "”»creatmn] .expressed local 1nterestu SR i A
_ NYCRR Part 664.7 (c)(2) ATy "
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Maps




1,000,000

1,251,000 existing



Original Mapping

» Old technology and old air photographs

* Very subjective

* Manually drawn lines

« Width of line alone 60-150 feet on ground



1960-70’s Air Photos




Original Map Development

Final
Freshwater
Wetlands Map
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Today’s Technology

Using
Today’s
| Technology



A Tale of Two
Problems
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Notice is herehy Diven

?;;gﬁ:g o A{x;gz'zmgs" Breg Beck residing iy Troy, New York, being duly SWOm, depogses and says that she js the

{ QC,E,’ ot E;h;:‘f g;»{.? escaL 3_;:: Regiona) Lega) ¢ lc-rl\ of 21s¢ en ury _\?e ia ] eu‘spgper, LLc “ Cgrporarmn duly Organized
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e sed
revision are MVailable oy NCE Y 4 y ;
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Amendments
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" Photo by Tan Wétherill
On'Unsplash j
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“And you know that you fight
harder for the lost causes than for

any others”
Jefferson Smith
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2019 - Governor Proposal

Make Map Amendments

Cheaper

impacted by the
law authorizin

poundary chan

fge. o
etland mapping notifications through standard T T S ——

f certified mailings.

requirement o]

Budget lmplications:

Enactment of this bill

is necessary o implement the FY 2020 Executive Budget because

ss by certified mail is unnecessary and costly.

the notification proce

ffective Date:

clietlive ===

e adiataly

Department of
Environmental
Conservation



2019

10

11

1z

14

15
1g
17
1ls
1s
20
21
22

3. 1508--C 13 A. 2008--C

Conservation law, al1 moneys required +go bea depozsited bPursnant +to
Eectionns 27-2805 and 27-2807 of the Environmenta] conservation law, and
8ll other moneys creditag O transferred thereto from &ny other fung or
Source pursuant te law. 2131 Such revenys shall be initially depoaited
into the envircnments] Draotection fund, for application 82 provided in
Subdivisiop Five aof this Fection.

§& 5. This 8CT 3hall take effect Mareh 1, 2020,

PALRT I

Inteq

Intentionally Cmitted

PART ¥

Intention® Umitted

FART L

Section 1. The bPanking 1aw iz amended by adding a pey article 14-3 to

read asg follows:
ARTICLE 14-p
STUDENT LOAN SERVICERS

Section 71p. D&finitions.
711, Licensing.
712, Application for a stodent lopan Servicer license: fooo
713, Application b sl a sl -




Photo by Riku Lu
on Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@riku?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/yoda?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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2020 - Governor Proposal #2

Make Maps Educational
NOT Regulatory

6 the Eresbwater otlands Tap e

g acree are of unusual importances: and contain any or all of the follow-
9 ing:
10 2. wpreshwater wetlands map” ghall mean 2 map [promulgated] g_gg;gzeg_

11 by the department pursuant to section 24-0301 of this article on which Department ;
ento

Environmental

. .- Freghwater wetlands. Thege mMaps will Conservatio
n




2020

21
22
23
24

5

26

28

30
31

3z

S8

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

45

49

T T AP Iroved by 4
o7 —¥t ahd againgt it at such election, Upon
o epRroval, thisg act shalj take effect immediately; Provided that the
commissioner of environmental Conservation shall notify the legislative
bill drafting commission upon the PCCurrence of the Shactment of Section
1 of Part Qg of the chapter of the Jaws of 2020 fhacting the environ-~
mental bong act of 2p2q "restore mother hature", i crder thgr the
commisgion may maintain Al accurate and timely effective data bhase of
the officig] text of the laws of the State of New York in furtherance of
effectuating the Provisions of Section 44 of the legislative law ang
Section  70-p of  the Public cfficers law, Effective immediately, the
addition, aendment, and/or repeal of any rule gy regulation hNecessary
for the implementation of the foregoing sections of this acr dre author-
ized ang directeq to be made and Completed op or before such effective
date,

Section 7, legislation which
are necessary teo 3 nent legielation relating te the Bay Park Convey-
alce Project, Fach Component §g wholly Contained Within 5 Subpart iden-
tified ag Subparts a through ¢, The effective date fgp each Particylay
brovision Contained Within Such Subpart is set forth ip the last section
oL such Subpart, Any Provision 4p any section Containeg within 5
Subpart, including the effective date of the Subpart, which makes 4
reference to a section wor this act™, when used inp Connection With thar
Particuylar Component, shall be desmed tq mean and refer +tp the corre-
Sponding section  of the Subpart ip which it is found. Section thres of
this aer sets forth the Jeners] effective date of this =g







Photo by Riku Lu
on Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@riku?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/yoda?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

2021

Make Maps Educational
NOT Regulatory

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY

Department of
Environmental
Conservation



Senate Bill S5116C

2021-2022 Legislative Seccion

Relates to freshwater wetlands; repealer

SHARE THIS BILL
f L 1

SPOMSORED BY

Pete Harckham
{D. WF) 40TH SENATE DISTRICT

CURRENT BILL STAT

niroduced In Cammittes On Floor Calendar

Passed Senate

Peszed Azzemoly

ﬂ DOWHNLOAD BILL TEXT PDF

Cralverad To Signed'Vetoed
SOVETMOr Eovernaor

K | Department of
Environmental
Conservation




Photo by Riku Lu
on Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@riku?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/yoda?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

2022 - Governor Proposal #3

Make Maps Educational

NOT Regulatory

mental conservaktion law, TS s Lo W e

subdivision 7 as renumbered by chapter 654 of the laws of 1%77, are
amended to read as follows:

2. Considerable acreage of freshwater wetlands in the state of New
York has been lost, despoiled o impaired by unregulated draining,
dredging, filling, excavating, building, pollution ©F other [acts]

L e o it the natural uses of such areas. [Other

Department of
Environmental
Conservation



Photo by Hannah
Busing on Unsplash


https://unsplash.com/s/photos/yoda?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

A True Collaboration

Governor’s
Senate |
(Pete
Assembly
(Steve E
Environment
(Sierra
DEC 1
Other Stake




Senate Bill S8008C

Enacts into law major components of legislation

necessary to 1m 1"1-—1 nent the state ransportatorn,

economic develc 1‘1 1ent and e

conservation bu lget Tor the 2022-2023 state 11scal year

SHARE THIS BILL
f W 1
SPONSORED BY

There are no sponsors of this bill.

CURRENT BILL STATUS - SIGNED BY GOVERNCR



















2025

Regulatory Maps Are Gone

Informational Maps — No Conne” ..
Extent of Regulation



e threshold until 2028

Default threshold decreases to 7.4 acres in 2028
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Other' Major Provisic;ns (2025) \. Y

90 day deablllne forjurlsdlctlbnal determlnatlons |

3 year hold on delmeaglons ano!g;urlsdlstlonal 4 ||

¥ | '
deterniinations |, [Pk A L ]
DEC must préduce |nfoijmat|6nal wetlands maps from
Varaoys sources . xf;.’“ Iy P” fale |l |

.’!‘\

DEC'must post educatlonal materlals on webslte




Application Fees (2023)

Application fees to Conservation Fund with no fees for
state agencies

Increased application fees Article 24:
$100 for permit modification (currently $50)
$300 for new SFD (currently $50)
$500 for new multi-family dwelling (currently $100)

$1000 for new commercial/industrial structures
(currently $100)

$100 for everything else (currently $100)
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Step 1

Initial
Stakeholder
Outreach

Other
Stakeholder
Outreach

Step 2

Technical
Work

Unusual

Importance
Criteria

Step 3

Classification
Criteria

Informational
Maps

Internal Workflow

Rulemaking

Formal
Process




24-0107 (9)(g)



Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Technical
Work

Rulemaking

ififz] | Unuiual Classification Formal
Stakeholder mp?r a.nce Criteria Process
Outreach Criteria

Other
Stakeholder
Outreach

Informational

Internal Workflow
Maps




Timeline
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Thoughts/Concerns

Photo by Sage Friedman roy.jacobson@dec.ny.gov

On Unsplash
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