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The Residential Energy Score Project Team

• Nick Goldsmith - Sustainability Coordinator, Town and City of Ithaca

• Darby Kiley - Planner, Town of Ulysses

• Paul Hansen–Town of Danby

• Irene Weiser - Town Board Member, Town of Caroline

• Mike Niechwiadowicz - Director of Code Enforcement, City of Ithaca

• Katie Borgella - Deputy Commissioner of Planning, Tompkins County

• Anne Rhodes - Community Organizer, Cornell Cooperative Extension TC

• Emelie Cuppernell – Project Manager, PSD

• Greg Thomas – CEO of PSD



Buildings Matter

They use over 40% of the energy consumed in the US and we 

spend 90% or more of our time in them.



The Big Problem

• Tompkins County has a goal of 80% reductions in 

green house gas emissions by 2050

• “Residential buildings account for 20% of all energy 

used in the U.S., and are responsible for 20% of U.S. 

greenhouse gas emissions. The use of energy is 

related to virtually everything we do, or have in our 

homes.” – Environmental Protection Agency

• This project is aimed at helping meet the 80% 

reduction goal
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Our Project

Residential Energy Score Project

Developing local Home Energy Rating and Disclosure program

1. The practice of evaluating the relative energy efficiency of a home and

making this information known to consumers

2. Goal: raise consumer awareness about energy performance and 

encourage building energy improvements through greater market 

transparency

The project is looking at adopting nationally recognized home 

rating systems into a single local label as part of a home’s identity 

in Tompkins County. The program will start out voluntary with the 

goal of building to a mandate/ordinance in the near future. 



Timeline

• By the end of March 2016 

• Home Energy Rating and Disclosure Program

• Implementation Schedule

• Evaluation Plan
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Local Label



What we have done:

• Assembled Technical Advisory Committee

• Performed Legal Review 

• Report on Systems, Programs, Laws and Best 

Practices, related to Building Energy Rating and 

Disclosure

• Report on Local Housing Stock, Sales, Retrofits, 

Available Workforce, NYSERDA Programs

• Various Presentations and Meetings

• TAC, TCCPI, NEEP in CT, Realtors, Municipal Boards

• Report on challenges and opportunities to address –

In Progress



Our Technical Advisory Committee

• Norma Jayne - Executive Officer , Ithaca 

Board of Realtors

• Art Pearce – Industry guru

• Joseph Laquatra - Professor, Department of 

Design and Environmental Analysis

• Greg May - Residential Mortgage Lending and 

Operations Manager, Tompkins Trust

• Frank Howe - Director – Energy Services 

Department, Tompkins Community Action

• Scott Reynolds - Director for Real Estate 

Development,  Ithaca Neighborhood Housing 

Services

• Craig Modisher - Certified Passive House 

Consultant

• Brent Katzmann - Real Estate Broker

• Lou Vogel - President Taitem Engineering

• Sherry Nedrow - Customer Advocate, NYSEG

• Carol Chernikoff - Chief Lending Officer, 

Alternatives Federal Credit Union

• Cliff Babson – Facilities Manager, Ciminelli

Real Estate Corporation

• Diana Drucker – Realtor, Greenstreet Real 

Estate

• Jon Harrod – President, Snug Planet

• Kristin Ahlness – Realtor, Audrey Edelman 

RealtyUSA

• Roxanna Marino - Senior Research Associate, 

Cornell

• Will Graeper - Home Energy Advisor, Halco



What’s next:

• First Draft of Home Energy Rating Program & 

Implementation Plan

• Public Outreach

• Second Draft of Home Energy Rating Program and 

Implementation Plan

• Public Outreach

• Final Version of Home Energy Rating Program and 

Implementation Plan

• Ask municipalities to vote on endorsement (1st quarter 

2016)
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The value of a Rating
• Creating a Standardized Metric

• A lot of people are involved in a home life cycle

• We need to be able to talk to each other about home 

energy in a way that is

• Consistent

• Meaningful

• Understandable

• Comparable



Some things are easier to see than others

Nice countertop Nice R-50+ Attic Insulation

VS
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Global Efforts in Building Ratings

In some areas like 

Denmark and the 

Australia Capital 

Territory, residential 

energy rating 

disclosure 

programs have been 

around for over 15 

years

In the United Kingdom 

homes are rated on a 

scale from A to G, with A 

being the most efficient. 

These labels are 

provided to buyers 

upon request, and must 

be listed on all 

advertising materials



In the United States

Asset Ratings are currently being adopted by a 

dozen or so states either as a regional pilot 

initiative or in some cases, like Vermont, 

Connecticut and Colorado, as part of a state-

wide home labeling system. 
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Currently and Continually

Gathering Feedback to Shape Program

Most frequent Questions and Concerns:

• Could this have a negative impact on the low Income 

population?

• Will this add a burden to home sale process?

• Who will pay for the Rating?

• Is a Mandate even legal?

• Will this influence the value of my home?



Feedback

• What questions do you have about this project?

• What advice do you have for us regarding this 

project? 

• What are your thoughts?

• Big Obstacles or Opportunities?



It takes time for an idea to catch on….



Contact Us

Emelie Cuppernell – Project Manager

607-277-6240 x 277

ecuppernell@psdconsulting.com

mailto:ecuppernell@psdconsulting.com

